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John Wesley
Methodical Pietist

"About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, [ felt my heart strangely
warmed."

In late 1735, a ship made its way to the New World from England. On
board was a young Anglican minister, John Wesley, who had been invited
to serve as a pastor to British colonists in Savannah, Georgia. When the
weather went sour, the ship found itself in serious trouble. Wesley, also
chaplain of the vessel, feared for his life.

But he noticed that the group of German Moravians, who were on their
way to preach to American Indians, were not afraid at all. In fact,
throughout the storm, they sang calmly. When the trip ended, he asked the
Moravian leader about his serenity, and the Moravian responded with a
question: Did he, Wesley, have faith in Christ? Wesley said he did, but later
reflected, "I fear they were vain words."

In fact, Wesley was confused by the experience, but his perplexity was to
lead to a period of soul searching and finally to one of the most famous and
consequential conversions in church history.

Wesley was born into a strong Anglican home: his father, Samuel, was
priest, and his mother, Susanna, taught religion and morals faithfully to
her 19 children.

Wesley attended Oxford, proved to be a fine scholar, and was soon
ordained into the Anglican ministry. At Oxford, he joined a society
(founded by his brother Charles) whose members took vows to lead holy
lives, take Communion once a week, pray dall%/, and visit prisons

te

re %ul’arly. In addition, the%r spent three hours every afternoon studying the
Bible and other devotional material.
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